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STIPULATIONS

It is stipulated by and between counsel for

the respective parties that all obiections
are reserved until the time of trial, except
as to the form of the guestions.

This deposition is being taken pursuant to
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

The reading and signing of this deposition is
not waived by the deponent and counsel for

the respective parties.

THOMAS HEDRICK, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, testified
as follows:

EXAMINATION

Mr. Hedrick, can you state your full name for me,
please?

Thomas James Hedrick.

And -- and where do you live? What's your
address?

133 Fresh Spring Way.

Fresh Spring two words or one?

Scuthern Reporting, Inc.
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1 A Twoe words, sir.

2 0 Okay. Go ahead.

3 A Lexington, South Carolina, 29%072.

4 Q And how are you employed?

5 A I am a trainmaster with CSX Transportation.

& 0 And what are vour duties?

7 A My primary responsibility is safety and the safe
8 and efficient operation of trains from one point
9 to another, safety of my train crews under my

10 charge.

11 Q And as a part of discharging those duties, do you
12 go out and visit or inspect industries that your
13 train crews service?

14 A Yes, sir, I do.

15 Had you visited the Kal-Kan plant prior to June 4,
16 20077

17 A Yes, sir.

18 So were you aware of the fact that there was a

13 fence that ran out to the track?

20 A Yes.

21 Had you made any reguests to have that fence

22 removed?

23 A No, sir.

24 Why not?

25 A I didn't view what I call the gate extension,

803.749.8100
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which is what it was, I did not view that as a
problem to -- to be removed.
You understood that 1t extended into an area that
your train crews generally walked over while they
were doing switching operations for that plant,
didn't you?
Well, the way the plant is laid out, not every day
it had to be stepped over depending on hcw long
the cut of cars they were handling was. So it
wasn't traversed daily, if you will. It's -- it
depended how long -- how many cars they had a hold
of or where the locomotives were ~- ended up
sitting once they coupled up.
Anything unusual about the switching movement that
Turner's crew was engaged in at the time of his
injury?
Nothing unusual, no, sir.
Okay. So the fact that Turner had to walk over
that fence, that was not unusual with the

discharge of his duties?

Like I said, it didn't have to be traversed daily.
Right.
So today ~-- on that particular day, they probably

did have maybe three or four more cars than

normally they -- that would be the only thing that r

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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1 woluld be unusual about it. They had an excessive,
2 you know, number of cars. Nothing out of the

3 ordinary, if you will.

4 O Did vyou censider that to be a close clearance

> point?

6 A No, sir.

7 @] Tell me why.

8 A Well, a close clearance —— our definition of close f
E clearance can either be permanent or temporary of
id which someone could be caught in between

11 eguipment. This particular thing was only maybe
12 12 or 14 inches above the ground. So I did not

13 consider it to be close clearance.

14 O Ou understcod that it extended out —- did it

1% extend out te the —-- to the end of the ties?

1% A Yes, sir, I believe so.

17 Q And -- andwhen there's a train on the rail, the

18 side of the cars extend out just about to the end
12 of the ties, don't they?
20 A The edge of the car, vyes, sir.

21 Q And my point is there's not much room between the
22 cutside cof the car that's on that track and the

23 point of that fencing that was closest to the

24 train?

25 A No, sir.

R A R B Y T P T PR O e Tt b
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i C And so 1t wasn't the distance between the train
Z and the obstruction -- based on the proximity
3 between the end of the ocobstruction and the train,
: tell me again why you didn't consider that to be a
5 close clearance.
6 MR. MOON: I'm going to object to the form of
7 the guestion. You may answer. Our rules
8 only allow me to object to the form.
J BY MR. APPLETON:

10 0 Can you answer that question?

11 If -- the height of the gate extension, 1f someone
12 were to ride past it on the side ¢f a car, it

13 would be below them. There would -- there's no —--
14 O I see.

15 They would be up above it. Do you see what I'm

16 saying?

17 0 I do.

18 Like I said, for our definition, they're either

12 permanent or temporary where somecone could get

20 between, you know, the eguipment and whatever

21 that -- you know, that obstruction may be.

22 .} Right.

23 This would have been down way below where the

24 employee would be riding on the side of the car.

25 Q Okay. So 1t's a permanent obstruction. But since

803.749.8100
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1 it was below, let's call it the riding level of ;
2 the car, you didn't consider it to be a close %
3 clearance? é

4 A No, sir.
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BY MR. APPLETON:

Q

MR. MOON: Object to the form. Go ahead.

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I do not.

If -— if the fencing would have keen high enough
to ~— to reach the side -- the side of a railroad
car, would it have then been a clecse clearance?

Yes, sir. If it could have —-- if it could have é
touched one of my employees riding the side of the ”
car, then, yes, sir, I would have considered that ﬁ

a close clearance.

Do you recall what type of ballast or surface
there was in that area? [
Just regular railrcad ballasts. There was nothingf;
special about it.

You know the difference between yard ballast and
road ballast?

Yard ballast, rocad ballast, walkway ballast. This
was regular road ballast.

Do you know who —-- who put the road ballast down?
No, sir, I do not.

Do you know 1f CSX maintained the section of

B N e e e e e e R s e e e e e ey
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1 track -- well, let's -- the railroad has given me
2 this document which we marked as Exhibit 1
3 earlier. And I'm assuming you've seen it. Your
4 name 1is on the front.
3 A Yes, sir. b
6 Q On page 7, there's a diagram of —-- of Masterfoods. é
7 A Yes, sir. ?
8 0] Do you know how much of the track that's reflected ;
o on that diagram was mailntained by CSX? ;
10 A Not for certain, I don't. DNormally we go up to ;
11 the derail. But at this particular location, I -- %
12 I couldn't say for sure.
13 0 Who would know that?
14 A The roadmaster,
15 0 And who was Tthe roadmaster on June 4, 2007, if you
16 know?
17 A I believe that would have been James Thomas. He's |
18 no longer with us, though. i
19 0 Do you know where he is? i
20 A No, sir, I do not.
21 Q Do you know when he left?
2z A No, sir, I don't.
23 Q Do you know who took his place?
24 A Actually, I've had two since then. Chad Beverly
25 was there first and Donald Cottrill is now the

Scuthern Reporting, Inc.
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i current.
Z Q Do you know how to spell Cottrill?
3 A C-O-T-T-R-I-L-L. I
4 Q And you guys still service Masterfoods? .
5 A Yes, sir. 8Six days a week.
6 Q Who -- do you know what the source of the diagram
/ is that you were just looking at?
8 A No, sir, I don't. There's a lot of people
9 involved when we've got to do cone of these.
10 0 Right.
il I'm not sure who did the diagram.
iz Do you know i1if it -- 1f it was created for this
13 incident report?
14 A Other than an assumption, no, sir.
15 All right. Well, let's -- let’'s talk about what's
16 been marked as Exhibit 1. Can you identify the
17 booklet for me?
18 A Yes, sir.
s What is it?
20 This is a -- it's a C3SX Transportation. This is a
21 Florence division format. It's a report we put
2z together in the event of an FRA reportable injury.
23 Q And do you know what the purpose of the report is?
24 Yes, sir. It's to meet federal guidelines that we
25

have to meet when we have an employee injured.
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1 O And obviocusly Turner's was an FRA reportable ;
2 incident? ;
3 A Yes, sir. %
4 Do you know what made it FRA reportable? é
5 Mr. Turner's injury required him to miss work. He f
6 was also immobilized in a splint, which those two 2
7 things made it reportable. E
s 0 And your =-- your name is on the front of Exhibit
9 17
10 A Yes, sir.
11 Did you participate in the creation of this
12 document, Exhibit 17
L3 A No, sir.
14 Who did?
15 A Cnce again, I -~ I can't say for certain. There
16 were several people that touched this. Typically
17 we have a team of people that respond, each of
18 them assigned -- assigned a particular portion of
19 this repcrt to do.
20 Q Look -- lock at page 4. And the reason I point
21 you to that is when I was taking Mr. Phelps’
2z deposition, if you look down there under the
23 forms.
24 A Okay.
25 Q He says that his participation was the creation of

803.749.8100
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1 this PI 1 form? That was easily identified on
2 this page.
3 A Yes, sir.
4 Q Does this page help you tell me who else
5 participated in the creation of this document and
6 what they did?
7 A No, sir, not from -- not from this.
8 Q Okay. Any other aspect of this report help vyou :ﬁ
& remember who did what?
10 A This download, the locomotive download.
11 Q What page is that?
1z A That is page 13.
13 o Okay.
14 A The locomotive download would have been obtained
15 by road foreman, Glenn Tarte.
16 0 Do you know if Mr. Tarte did anything else in
17 connection with the investigation of this
18 incident?
1% A No, sir, I don't.
20 0 Okay.
21 A That's the only thing I see, sir.
2z Q Ckay. Take a look at page 5. I think you'wve got
23 it. It has investigating team and then it has a
24 list of individuals under the CSX heading.
25 A Uh-huh.

T Py e e e e e e A R e A e s s S e e e
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B 0 Did you discuss this incident with any of the

2 gentlemen, I'm assuming they're gentlemen, listed

3 on this page?

4 A This was the investigating team that came down to

> investigate the incident. So I'm certain at one

© time or another, I had spoken to nect conly one, but

7 possibly all of them.

) g Q Dc you remember in particular speaking to any of

° them?

10 iy Nc, sir, I don't.

11 ) All right. Well, let's talk about what you —--

12 what you do remember. This -- this document

13 indicates that you were the first superviscr

14 notified of this incident?

15 A That's correct, sir.

18 Q Tell me how you were notified.

i A Mr. Turner called me from his cell phone.

18 0 And where were you when he called you?

19 A I was in my office in Cayce.

20 o And what did he tell you?

21 A He told me that he had tripped and fallen. I

2z asked him if he was okay. He said he didn't think

23 so, that he thought he needed to go to the doctor.

24 So I told him that I would be there in just a few

25 minutes. I immediately left the office, got in my

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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truck, made the phone -- reguired phone call that
I needed to make to get ~-- get things reolling from

our end as far as investigation team and that
nature.

Who did you call?

I believe at that time we were recquired to call
the DTO.

And who is that?

That is the director of train operations. There's
not one specific person.

Do you remember who you called?

No, sir, I don't.

Ckay. All right. 8o you probably called the DTO.
Did you call anybody else?

Well, after —-- after the DTO was notified, then he
would make the phone calls to my division manager
or the assistant division manager, at which time
they would get whoever they needed or thought they
needed to be a part of the team, and then we would
dial into a conference bridge where we would
discuss what we knew so far of the incident. So
probably either -~ I'm thinking it was Mr. Wolfe
that called me that day and --

Do you remember who the —-- I see Mr. Wolfe was the

division manager based on this paper.

803.74%9.8100
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L A That's right.
2 0 Do you remember whe the assistant division manager
3 was?
4 A Yes, sir. That's Mr. Russ McDonald.
3 Q Okay. All right. Sc did you have a conference
& call?
7 A I don't remember if we -- if we -- if we
8 conference called that day. I do remember
E speaking to Mr. Wolfe about three different times.
10 Q Can yocu take me through those conversations, give
i1 me an idea timewise as to when they occurred and
12 what you said and what he said in response?
13 A My first conversation was when I was in route to
4 the scene. I told him what Mr. Turner had told
1o me. He asked me once I arrived to call him back
1o and give him an update.
L7 MR. MOON: Excuse me. When you're saying

18 "him," you —-
18 THE WITNESS: Mr. Wolfe, to call him back
20 after I had a little more informaticn and
21 give him an update. _
22 MR. MOON: Okay. E
23 BY MR. APPLETON: i
24 0 When was the next call to him? E
25 A The next call was in route to the medical center .

RE S e e e e T S T T
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that Mr. Turner requested to go to.

Okay. And tell me about that conversation.

Just 1t was a brief conversation. What I can
remember, 1t -- Jjust telling him that we were in
route to the medical center and, I think, prokably
where we were goling. I don't remember.

Ckay. Any other conversations with him?

My last conversation would have been after

Mr. Turner and I left the medical center tc let
Mr. Wolfe know what Mr. Turner's diagnosis was.
Did you at any time ask Mr. Turner to -- to mark
off on personal time or sick time in response to
this injury?

No, sir, abscolutely not.

Did Mr. Wolfe ask you to see Mr. Turner would not
make this a lost time injury?

No, sir. |

Okay. All right. You got the call. Ycu
responded to the call. You told me about the
conversations with Mr. Wolfe. Did you have any
conversations with anybody else before you got to

the scene?

I'm going to say yes, but I don't remember with

B R e e s e R ey
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A Typically when something like this happens, you i
2 got so many people responding. They call the i
3 local officer, you know, give me directions, you %
4 know, what do you got going on. Different f
5 questions. I'm sure that I spoke to probably ;
& everycone on here. But as far as particular :
7 conversation, I don't recall. é
g 0 That's fair. Okay. So you get to the scene. I'm ?
9 assuming that you went on the highway? f
10 A Yes, sir. Yes, sir. E
11 o And did anybody else go with you? ﬁ
12 A No, sir. I was alone.
i3 Q Okay. Sc you got to Kal-Kan or Masterfood. Tell
14 me what happened once you got there.
15 A When I got there, Mr. Turner was sitting on the
16 ground on the ballast. Mr. McCutchen, his
Li engineer, had gotten him a plastic bag and
18 some ice off of the locomotive, made him an ice ;
19 pack. When I apprcached him, I noticed that he .
20 had both of his pant legs pulled up above his
21 knee, and he was hclding the ice pack on a knot
22 that he had on his -- I don't remember 1if it was
23 his right or his left, but on one of his shin
24 bones. I noticed he did have a couple of skin
25 marks on his knees.

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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1 I asked him i1f he was okay and he said, "I think t
2 I'm all right. I'm skint up a little bit." I |
3 asked him if he needed to go to the doctor. He i
4 said, "Let me get my senses about me a little bit |
5 and, you know, and I'11 decide."
6 So I -~ we helped him up, took him over to my
7 truck, put him in the air conditioning and got him
8 cut of the sun, out of the heat, at which time he |
E told me, he said, "I need to call my wife and I'll g
10 let you know what I need to do.” So I left him E
11 alone in my truck so he could have a private
12 conversation with his wife. After the
L3 conversation, he told me he needed to go to the
14 medical center, at which time I transported him
15 there myself in my vehicle.
19 0 I should have asked you this earlier. Do you have
17 any idea as to how long it tcok you te get to the
18 scene after you received the call?
1% A Maybe 15 minutes.
20 9, And it sounds like from your testimony that when
2% you got there initially, you were concerned with
2z Mr. Turner and all your attention was directed to
23 him?
24 A Yes, sir, that's correct.
25 o And did you ever inspect the scene where he says

B T L B B R O R T T e S T T e b R et e e e e e e e A G et R R A R R K b R e e S T s e e R S S R T e S H e At A s L s kS
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i he fell?
2 A Not in your words, inspection. He pointed, "This
3 is where I fell. This is where I tripped over.”
4 Like I said, or like you saild, I was more
5 concerned with him at that time than the actual g
© scene. :
7 9 Did you ever go back and do an inspection?
8 A No, sir, I didn't,.
9 o) There's some photographs that are in Exhibit 1
19 that have some measurements on it. Let me see if
i1 I can find them. You have them in front of you? %
12 A I've got the photos here, Which one? ﬂ
13 Q What page?
14 MR. MOON: Nine. Eight, nine.
15 B2Y MR. APPLETON:
16 0 Eight, nine. Eleven is the one I'm referring to.
17 A Ckay.
16 Q You see those measurements on there?
19 A Yes, sir.
20 0 Did you take those measurements?
21 A No, sir, I did not.
22 Q Have any idea who did?
23 A No, sir, I don't.
24 Q Have any idea who took the photographs?
25 A No, sir, I don't.

e e e B B B e O B S T
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1 Q Have any idea when the photographs were taken?

2 Not without an assumption.

3 Okay. Maybe so I can get a little better context
4 as to what we have in Exhibit 1, did you -- did

> you put this document together?

6 A No, sir.

7 o Somebody else did that?

8 A Yes, sir.

9 . All right. Your ~- your name 1is on Mr. Turner's
10 PI 1-A, the accident report?
11 A Yes, gir.
Ll I don't know that I saw your name on anything

i3 else. Do you remember participating in the

14 creation of any of the other documents that are in
15 here on Exhibit 17

16 A No, sir, I don't.

17 All right. If you loock at page 8, you see up here'.
18 at this photograph at the top, it's got close

19 clearance?
20 A Yes, sir.

21 Q Vertically. Do you know what that is referring

22 to?

23 A Yes, sir. It's referring to this, the gate, the 6
24 fecot high.

25 0 Okay. The point of entry for the —-

803.749.8100
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1 A Right.
2 o) Okay. And is this -- I couldn't tell if this was
3 something that's typed on the photograph or is
4 that -- if that's a sign post out there. Is it a
5 sign post?
6 A That's a sign.
7 0 Okay. If you go to page 9.
g A Yes, sir.
9 Q It's & trainmaster for scale, clearances to the
10 inside. You see that above each of those
£ photographs?
1z 2y Yes, sir, I do.
13 0O Cbvicusly you're not the trainmaster.
14 A No, sir.
15 0 You go any idea who i1s? Do you recognize those
16 legs?
17 A No, sir, I don't.
18 Q Okay.
19 MR. MOCN: Off the record.
20 (OEf the record.)
21 BY MR. APPLETCN:
22 0 All right. So you ~- you take Mr. Turner to the
23 medical center. How long do you think you guys
24 are there?
25 A At least an hour and a half, maybe —-- maybe two

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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1 hours

2 0 And they gave him, I don't know, a leg

3 immobilizer, didn't they?

4 A Yesg, sir.

5 And tell me what happened once he came back from,
6 I guess, the doctor examining him or treating him.
7 I understand you didn't go back with him. You

8 stayed out in the waiting room.

& A That's correct.

10 So once he came back out into the walting room,

11 tell me what happens next.

12 A He came out to the waiting room, handed me his

13 paperwork. Any time that we have an enmplovyee

14 involved with an FRA reportable injury such as

15 this one, we are federally mandated by federal law
16 for that employee to take a drug test. It's a

17 fairly mandated test. I asked Mr. Turner if he

ig would accompany me back to my office to fill out
19 his portion of the paperwork and perform that drug
20 test. He refused to go tc the office with me. So
21 he filled out his paperwork there at the medical
22 center, and we never did -- or never were able to
23 perform the drug test.

24 o They couldn't do that there at the medical center?
25

803.749.8100C
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i the deceased person is tested there. We have an
2 cutside contractor that we use that comes to our
3 property to perform the test.
4 Q So -- so y'all test urine?
3 A Yes, sir.
6 Q No -- no blood?
7 A No blood. No blood.
8 Q Okay. He refused to go back to your office. Have E
g any other contact with him after that peoint in .
10 time?
i1 A No, sir.
12 Q Did he ever tell you what happened other than in F
13 the initial phone conversation that you've already .
14 told me about?
15 A Other than he was stepping over the gate
16 extension, caught his foot on it, and fell.
L7 Q Who did -- do you remember when it was he told you
18 that?
13 A It was either when I initially got to him or after
20 I put him in my truck and we were on our way to
21 the doctecr's office, one of the two.
2z 9 Did you interview the crew members?
23 A No, sir, I did not. I was at the medical center
21 with Turner.
2% O Do you know who did?

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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4 A No, sir, I don't.

2 There's some statements that those guys wrote cut
3 which are on pages 26 and 27.

4 A Okay.

5 Did -- did you participate in -~ in obtaining that
6 statement from the crew members?

7 A No, sir.

8 0 A1l right. Turnexr's statement is on page 25.

e i\ Okay.

10 0 Did you participate 1in cbtaining that statement?
il il No, sir.

12 0 Do you know -- do you know when he would have

i3 given that statement?

14 A Ch, yes, I do, sir. This is one of the paper —--
13 this 1s one of the things that he filled out for
16 me at the —-- at the doctor’s office.

17 Q Okay. Once he didn't want to go back to your

i8 office, these —-- that's cne of the documents he
19 filled out?

20 A Yes, sir.

21 0 All right. And then i1s the other one the injury
22 report which is on pages 14 and 157

23 A Yeg, sir, that's -- that's correct.

24 Can you give me an idea as to which he did first,
25

803.749.8100

the written statement or the accident report?
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1 A I have no idea, sir.

2 Q Were thev done at the same tTime?

3 A At the same time.

4 O All right. Turner leaves you at the medical

5 center, goes home. What do you do next in

2 connection with this injury?

7 A As I stated previously, I called Mr. Wolfe, gave

8 him an update. I believe I went home. Everything

& else had been taken care of as far as I can

10 remember,

11 0 Was -- was it the end of your shift or was that

12 just an off day for vyou?

13 Py Not either. Trainmasters are kind of a unigue --

14 it's a unicue position. We're considered

15 independent managers. I don't have any set hours.

16 I don't have any set shifts that I have to be

L7 anywhere.

18 0 Ckay.

13 I set my own schedule.

20 Other -- other than the reports to Mr. Wolfe by

21 telephone that vyou just told me about, did you

22 provide informaticon concerning this incident to

23 anybody else?

24 A Not that I can remember.

25
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Ckay. Did you ever take any photographs of the
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1
2

3

17
18

19

22
23
24

25

scene or of Mr. Turner?

No, sir.

Ever participate in any efforts to recreate his
injuries?

No, sir.

Form any conclusions as to whether or not Mr.
Turner viclated any operating or safety rules in
connection with his injuries?

In my =~- in my opinion with my -- my position as a
trainmaster, it's my job to test employees on
their knowledge of the rules and how they're
applying that rule when they're working. In this
instance right here, it is my opinion that

Mr. Turner violated one of our operating rules.
Tell me which one and why you think he violated
it.

I don't remember the rule number, but it's a rule
that addresses slip, trips, and falls, that they
are to take precaution when walking, when

they're -- watching where they place their feet to
avoid any potential -- putting their feet in any
potential place that could cause them to slip or
trip over something such as in this instance.

And did -- did Mr. Turner tell you anything

specifically that made you think he violated that

803.7492.8100C
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5 rule?

2 No, sir.

3 Just the fact that he fell is what leads you to

4 that conclusion?

2 Well, not the fact that he fell, but this gate

o extension was not something that was new. It had

7 been there for as long as I had the territory, I

8 know that, and who knows how long before that.

9 Mr. Turner had worked that job for a while before
10 I took the territory over. I don't know how long
11 he had worked the 7job, but he was aware that it
iz was there. So not just -- you know, not that he
13 fell. I mean, there's cother —- that led me to
14 that, if you will, other..

15 Okay. And I -- I want to know why -- why you

16 think that specifically, not -- I'm not splitting
17 hairs with you, but it's important to me to know
18 why you think that. You think that, then, because
19 the obstruction was there and Turner knew about
20 it; is that fair?

21 MR. MOON: Object to the form. You may

22 answer.

23 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. I mean, 1t -- it —-—
24 it could have been avoided.

25
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Hoo o o 0O

LON =B O T

BY MR. APPLETON:

Ckay.

He didn't have to step over that.

Ckay.

He chose to step over it.

What do you mean, he didn't have to step over 1it?
The scenario that comes guickest to my mind would
be to -- if he had to come to the head end, and
that's what he was -- he was doing, was coming to
the engines, would be to make a cut on the cars
that they had ahold of, pull those out, clear
that, and he could have walked around it.

The cars that were connected to the engine at the
time of this incident...

Yes, sir.

-~ do you know where those cars were destined for?
No, sir, I don't.

Do you know if they were —-- 1if they were pulling
them out of Kal-Kan and they were going to deliver
them somewhere else?

I don't know where they were at in thelr move. We
do both. We put cars in and we bring cars out.

So I don't know which those were.

Okay. Anything else about the incident that makes

you think he viclated an operating rule?
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1 A No, sir.

2 0 Do you remember how far he was from the engineer

3 when he felil?

4 A Not exactly. ©No, sir.

5 Q And the reason I ask -- go ahead.

6 A I believe it was within a couple of car lengths.

7 That's going to be roughly 100, 150 feet. :
8 Q Okay. Did any cf his crew members vioclate any ;
° operating or safety rulesg in connection with this ;
10 incident? ;
i1 A Not that I'm aware of. ;
12 0 Do you know who maintains the track and roadbed é
13 where this incident occurred? é
14 A No, sir. It varies from industry to industry.

L5 That would be a question that the roadmaster would
16 be more apt at answering than I would be.

17 Q And do you remember who the roadmaster was?

18 A The names that I gave you earlier.

19 0 Is 1t on that?

20 A James Thomas was the roadmaster. At the current

21 fime, he's no longer with us.

22 o Oh, that's the one you said you've been through

23 two since then?

24 iy Yes, sir, that's right.
25 0 So Donald Cottrill would be the fellow in that
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1 position now?

That's correct, sir.

2 A

3 O You said Chad Beverly was the rcadmaster before

1 Mr. Cottrill?

> yiy That's correct, sir.

6 Q Do you know where he is now?

7 A Yes, sir. He's in Florence.

8 G What's his job?

o A He's a roadmaster.
10 0 Did you charge Turner with any rule viclation?
11 A No, sir, I did not.
1z 0 Do you have any plans to?

13 A No, sir, I do not.

14 Q Tell me why not.

15 A I was not —— I wasn't there. I did not see him.

16 As I said before, 1t was my opinion that he had

17 viclated a rule. I did not see him violate a

18 rule. So, therefore, T can't charge him on my

L2 speculation. As far as I know, he may have been E
20 getting off moving eguipment or, you know, g
21 whatever the case may be. ;
22 Q Do you know 1if -- if the fencing extending out
23 into the railroad right-of-way constituted
24 violation of any type of rail -- railroad rules?
23 A Once again, those are railway rules, and I'm not
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1 very familiar with a lot of them. So, no, sir, I
2 don't know.
3 Q Do you know how often that track was inspected?
4 A My safety committee inspects our industries every
5 quarter. Track inspectors and roadmasters, they
6 have their own schedule. I'm not sure what those
7 are.
8 0 Do you know when you say safety committee inspects ‘
2 every quarter, so that's going to be April -- no, f
10 that's going to be March, June, September, and ;
11 December? ?
12 A Yeah. That's correct, sir.
13 0 Do you keep records of those meetings?
14 A Yes. They £ill out reports for each industry.
15 Q And what -- what 1s the purpose of those reports?
16 A It's a -- the safety committee is composed of --
Y or comprised of conductors and engineers. They're
“18 members of safety committee. As I said, every
19 guarter, they go out and do industry inspections. ;
20 Those inspections are to ensure that there’'s no ;
21 unsafe conditions exist. A big thing, vyou know, E
22 especially during the summer months, is high
23 weeds. If they encounter any of those, they --
24 they approach the industry and tell them they're
Z3 going to have to cut their grass or cut their
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weeds. If there's anything laving in the
walkways, any unsafe conditions that they may
find, they address it with the industry. We

generally give the industry 48 hours to comply

with correcting it. If not, we take them out of
service.
Had Kal-Kan or Masterfoods ever been taken out of
service?
Yes, sir.

Tell me when and why.

When, I can't tell you specifically. Why, because

they needed to cut their grass.

Anybody else been injured at Kal-Kan that ycu're
aware of?

Not that I'm aware of, sir.

Are you aware of the -- these fencing extensions
being present anywhere else on your fterritory?
No, sir.

Did they -- have they been present in the past at
locations other than Kal-Kan?

Not that I'm aware of.

So you didn't participate in the creation of any
documents in connecticon with this injury cther
than Turner's PI 1-A and then the written

statement that you obtained from him?
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1 A That's correct, sir. ?

2 0 And vyou don't know where the other documents that ;

3 constitute Exhibit 1 came from specifically? ;

4 A Not specifically. It would have been someone ;

5 listed under that investigating team. ;

& Q Is there any way we can look at this document or ;

7 set of documents and determine who collected this ?
8 information? f
9 A Other than the locomotive download, I wouldn't ?
10 have any idea. f
il Q Is there some type of a -- of a procedure for ;
Lz determining who's in charge of the injury f
L3 investigation? ;
14 A Typically, I would have been. But as I stated, I ;
15 was with Mr. Turner at the medical center. So cne i
16 of the other guys on this list here has taken ;
17 charge and assigned each individual to do a é
[ 18 portion of this report. Someone would have been %
19 assigned to take the pilctures, someone would have E
20 been assigned to do the diagram, someone to do the é
21 actual report. ;
22 Q But you don't know who that is and you don't ;
23 recall designating anybody in that position? é
24 A No, sir, I do not. ;
25 Q And you never reviewed this document in connection i
I
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L with the investigation of -- I shouldn't say %
2 document, this set of documents in connection with ;
3 the investigation of Turner's injuries? i
4 A I was sent a copy of it once it was completed,

5 ves, sir, and I looked over it.

& o] When were you sent a copy of it?

7 A It would have heen during the same -- this same :
& week of this, June the 4th. |
9 0 Did you recommend any additions or changes to the

190 documents that you received?

11 A Not that I remember.

1z Q Was it complete when you received it?

i3 A As far as I can remember, it's Just like we're

i looking at it today.

L5 Q OCkay. You just received one copy cof it?

16 A That's correct.

L7 C And once you received 1t and you reviewed 1it, what
18 did you do in connection with his injury at that

19 time?

20 A At that I ~- I was finished.

21 C Did you -- did you retain the form?

22 A I probably do have it scomewhere, ves, sir. 1'd

23 have to go back and look.

24 0 Were you sent any other documenis in connection

25 with Turner's injuries other than what's included

B e T o P T,

e e A

Scuthern Reporting, Inc.
803.749.8100 http://www.southernreporting.net



6/24/2009

Turner v. CSX Transportation, Inc.

Thomas Hedrick

b

AW

A

! Q

10

[}
[

13

14

15

16

17

LG - O I & B

iB8

1%
20
21
22 A
23

24

25 A

803.742.8100

6 BY MR. MOON:

Page 35
in Exhibit 17
Not that I remember, sir.
MR. APPLETON: I don't have any more
questions for you. Thanks.

EXAMINATION

Let me ask you just a couple of things.

Mr. Hedrick, this thing we're calling Exhibit 1,

it's got this sticker on it so we refer to these

rages as Exhibit 1 and got the numbers down there

on it, this report is done because this was an FRA

reportable accident?

Injury.

FRA reportable injury?

Yes, sir.

Is that right?

Yes, sir.

Okay. If somebody gets a -- gets a bee sting or
bug bite, there's no lost time, no one has to get
a splint, whatever the other FRA factors are, is a
report like this Exhibit 1 done?

No, sir.

The conductor of a train crew, who is the foreman
of the train crew?

The conductor is the foreman.

Southern Reporting, Inc.
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1 0 And if he needs the train to make certain

2 movements or be in certain places, he can tell the
3 engineer to put the train there; is that right?

4 A Yes, sir, that's correct.

5 O And i1f he thought the train was in a pilace where

& he couldn't operate safely, he would move 1t to a
7 place where he could operate safely; is that

8 right?

g A That's correct, sir.
10 MR. MOON: I don't have any other questions.
11 rThank YOu.
12 RE-EXAMINATION

13 BY MR. APPLETON:

14 o] Well, did you take any exception to where the

15 train was positioned at the time Turner was

16 injured?

17 A Not exception to where it was positioned because
18 in order to perform their duties, of course, they

fot
Lo

have to go, you know, into the industry and back

20 out. Now, as I stated previously, the first

21 scenaric that comes to my mind would be he should
2z have made a cut on the cars and pull in the

23 locomotives ahead of the gate and walked around it
24 versus choosing to step over it.

25 o) But that ~- I mean, and you fairly have told me
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about that. But other than that, do you take
exception to any other placement or movement of
the cars?

Ne, sir, I don't.

Tell me about your railrcad history. When did you
hire on with the railroad?

I hired in January the 19th, 1998,

And trace for me your railroad employment, where
yoeu've worked, how long you've been there, and
what your 7Jobs have been.

Sure. I hired in in Hazard -- I'm sorry,
Borovinia Hazard, Kentucky as a brakeman. I
worked as a brakeman for approximately four
months. I was able to move into a conductor
position. I worked as a conductor for about a
vear. Took my engineer's certification and worked
as an engineer for about a year and a half on the
KY subdivision between Cincinnati and Corbin,
Kentucky. I was promoted tc vyard master in
Corbin, of which I wcrked about four years as a
vard master in a consclidated center.

Consolidated center i1s where you have X number of
vard masters contrelling X number of yards. In
this particular location, we had six yards that we

were responsible for, two per desk. 1 did that
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1 for four years. Then I was promoted to terminal
< train master in Nashville, Tennessee. 1 spent
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three and a half vyears in the hump yard there in
Nashville. I've been in my current position as a
line road trainmaster for about three and a half
years.
What geographical area do you cover?
That's what I was getting ready tc say. My
territory 1is the Hamlet, Eastover, Orangeburg,
Creston, and Lane subdivisions. I've got roughly
about 300 miles of railroad.
Did you know Turner before this incident?
Yes, sir. He's cne of my employees.
Were you aware of any kind of physical problems he
was having before this incident occurred?
Not that I remember, sir.
MR. APPLETON: Okay. I don't have any more
questions.

(Whereupon, there being no further

guestions, the deposition was

concluded at 9:55 a.m.)

Signing not waived.

FURTHER WITNESS SAITH NOT.
(*This transcript may contain guoted material.

Such material is reproduced as read or guocted
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1 by the speaker.)

(**Certificate accompanies sealed original only.)
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